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Group to promote development along streetcar route
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Brookville Equipment Corp.
Milwaukee Downtown has created an online database including available business spaces along the streetcar’s more
than 2-mile route. The goal is to market available business and investment opportunities near the streetcar, said Matt
Dorner, the group’s economic development director.

By Mary Spicuzza of the Journal Sentinel Jan. 15, 2016
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A downtown improvement group is launching a new campaign to promote Milwaukee's streetcar project.
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Milwaukee Downtown has created an online guide featuring available business spaces along the streetcar's
route. The goal is to spur economic development and market available business, parking and investment
opportunities near the streetcar, said Matt Dorner, the group's economic development director.

The streetcar investment guide, or at least some of it, is expected to go live by this weekend, Dorner told
officials at City Hall during a Friday streetcar committee meeting.

"We know the project is on its way, let's start talking about the economic development potential, and why you
want to be along the route," Dorner told the Joint Committee on Downtown Streetcar Implementation.
"We're really excited."

Dorner said the initial criteria for including locations in the online guide is being "walking distance," or within a
quarter-mile, from the streetcar. But he also said that other details would be added as the streetcar project
moves forward.

"Really marketing of the economic development potential is what we hope to accomplish here," Dorner said.

Construction on the streetcar's initial 2.5-mile downtown loop is set to begin this spring, with service expected
to start in 2018. The city expects to issue construction bids for the main line within the next 90 days. Plans
for a lakefront loop also are underway.

Ald. Robert Bauman noted that some business leaders have cited the streetcar as an incentive when choosing
locations for major development projects, such as the downtown Milwaukee post office site, which was

purchased for $13 million by Chicago developers in October.
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Rocky Marcoux, commissioner of the Department of City Development, praised the efforts of Dorner and
Business Improvement District #21, saying the group's leadership shows the success the streetcar will have
among the business community and public.

"We're so pleased to have BID #21 so actively engaged in moving this forward," Marcoux said. "They were
very helpful, and their members were very helpful, as we moved through the process politically. But to have
their backing in a project of this magnitude, the marketing side of it, that's huge."

He said it gives additional credibility to the streetcar project that the business community is already embracing
it.
"It's not that people don't believe the city, OK. But let's face it, it's our project, we have a lot of risk in making

sure that people feel that it's going to be successful," Marcoux said. "The fact that the private sector is already
committed to it, they know it's going to be successful, and they want to help, that speaks volumes."

Dorner said his group hopes the online guide will be an important tool for property owners looking to draw
tenants, and will highlight the potential for economic development along the route. He said the range of
business spaces available includes everything from a 1,000-square-foot storefront to a 100,000-square-foot
office space.

"Really, I think it can be a tool for property owners that have space that's currently leasable, that they can
help market their property based on proximity to the streetcar," Dorner said. "I think it should be part of the
rhetoric if you have office or retail space within walking distance of the streetcar."

In November, the city chose Brookville Equipment Corp. to build the first four vehicles for its streetcar project.
The $18.6 million contract calls for Brookville to initially build four cars, but the company could be tapped to
make a fifth vehicle for the streetcar's Lakefront Line.
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