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Milwaukee Common Council passes $124 million streetcar plan

By Amy Burke. CREATED 9:50 AM ‐ UPDATED: 10:31 AM
MILWAUKEE ‐ After years of debate, the Milwaukee Common Council has voted in favor of the streetcar plan.
 
The common council voted 9 to 6 for the streetcar in a meeting Tuesday morning.

Those who wanted the the streetcar said it will make Milwaukee more competitive with big cities for young
professionals. They also said they wanted it to be the basis for a larger streetcar system that will extend to all
parts of the city.
 
Opponents argued the streetcar was way too expensive and said they thought the city was already having
enough trouble paying for things without a new system.
 
The common council voted 10 to 5 to approve the streetcar in a meeting on Jan. 21, but a procedural vote
moved the final decision to today's meeting. 
 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, a proponent of the streetcar project, previously called the streetcar project a
"priority." 
 
The city was given about $55 million in federal funds to pay for the $124 million project. 
 
Aldermen Bob Donovan and Joe Davis ‐‐ who are both running for mayor in 2016 ‐‐ have been pushing to stop
the project. Donovan has been very outspoken about his distaste for the project, at one point even questioning
Barrett's sanity because he supports the streetcar. 
 
According to Milwaukee's City Engineer, Jeffrey Polenske, once the streetcar is up and running, the full staff
will be comprised of 24 people. He said its hours will be Monday through Friday, 5 a.m. to midnight, Saturday,
7 a.m. to midnight and Sunday 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 
In terms of construction, Polenske said contracts will be sent out later this year and utility work will begin at
the start of 2016. The streetcar should be up and running by 2018.

Amy Burke

 
Amy Burke joined TODAY'S TMJ4 as an Interactive Web Editor in December 2013. She was born and raised in
Naperville, Illinois and majored in journalism at Indiana University.
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