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Milwaukee Common Council passes $124 million streetcar plan

By Amy Burke. CREATED 9:50 AM ‐ UPDATED: 10:31 AM
MILWAUKEE ‐ After years of debate, the Milwaukee Common Council has voted in favor of the streetcar plan.
 
The common council voted 9 to 6 for the streetcar in a meeting Tuesday morning.

Those who wanted the the streetcar said it will make Milwaukee more competitive with big cities for young
professionals. They also said they wanted it to be the basis for a larger streetcar system that will extend to all
parts of the city.
 
Opponents argued the streetcar was way too expensive and said they thought the city was already having
enough trouble paying for things without a new system.
 
The common council voted 10 to 5 to approve the streetcar in a meeting on Jan. 21, but a procedural vote
moved the final decision to today's meeting. 
 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, a proponent of the streetcar project, previously called the streetcar project a
"priority." 
 
The city was given about $55 million in federal funds to pay for the $124 million project. 
 
Aldermen Bob Donovan and Joe Davis ‐‐ who are both running for mayor in 2016 ‐‐ have been pushing to stop
the project. Donovan has been very outspoken about his distaste for the project, at one point even questioning
Barrett's sanity because he supports the streetcar. 
 
According to Milwaukee's City Engineer, Jeffrey Polenske, once the streetcar is up and running, the full staff
will be comprised of 24 people. He said its hours will be Monday through Friday, 5 a.m. to midnight, Saturday,
7 a.m. to midnight and Sunday 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 
In terms of construction, Polenske said contracts will be sent out later this year and utility work will begin at
the start of 2016. The streetcar should be up and running by 2018.

Amy Burke

 
Amy Burke joined TODAY'S TMJ4 as an Interactive Web Editor in December 2013. She was born and raised in
Naperville, Illinois and majored in journalism at Indiana University.
More » Latest Stories by Amy »

http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/people/Amy-Burke-266306451.html
mailto:aburke@todaystmj4.com
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/people/Amy-Burke-266306451.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/people/Amy-Burke-266306451.html
https://www.twitter.com/burke_amy


https://twitter.com/share?text=Milwaukee+Common+Council+passes+%24124+million+streetcar+plan+%28via+%40tmj4%29&url=http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Final-streetcar-vote-to-take-place-Tuesday-291375941.html
http://goweloveit.info/health-and-fitness/7-ways-to-make-exercise-a-lifelong-habit-4-can-save-your-life/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www2.forbes.com/business/the-25-most-powerful-people-in-the-world/?utm_campaign=powerful-people&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=journalbroadcasting-tmj4&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=alternating-thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://www.littlebudha.com/froth-milk-with-mason-jar/?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=froth-milk-with-mason-jar_D_1&utm_medium=journalbroadcasting-tmj4
http://ripbird.com/worlds-most-expensive-shoes-ever-made-andor-sold/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=journalbroadcasting-tmj4
http://tmj4.video.jrn.com/Tonight-at-1000-The-Newest-Form-of-Domestic-Abuse-28529787
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=journalbroadcasting-tmj4&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=alternating-thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://tmj4.video.jrn.com/The-importance-of-early-autism-detection-28528035
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://tmj4.video.jrn.com/Several-business-leaders-announce-support-for-Milwaukee-streetcar-28526205
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Final-streetcar-vote-to-take-place-Tuesday-291375941.html
http://tmj4.video.jrn.com/TODAYS-TMJ4-Morning-News-Update-28529766


http://tmj4.video.jrn.com/Several-business-leaders-announce-support-for-Milwaukee-streetcar-28526205


http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/watch-live/plus
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/watch-live


https://www.youtube.com/user/todaystmj4
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/weather/radar/Interactive-Radar-246927201.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/weather/radar/Interactive-Radar-246927201.html
http://www.facebook.com/tmj4
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/weather/Wisconsin/Milwaukee
https://twitter.com/tmj4
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/app
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/weather/Wisconsin/Milwaukee
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/members
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/257948171.html


2/10/2015 Milwaukee Common Council passes $124 million streetcar plan ­ TODAY'S TMJ4

http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee­Common­Council­votes­in­favor­of­downtown­streetcar­291396131.html 7/8

Milwaukee Common Council
passes $124 million streetcar plan

Video

Menominee unveils 'game‐
changer' for casino project,
Bucks arena

Video

Tonight at 10:00: The Newest
Form of Domestic Abuse

NowTrending.com

ISIS hostage Kayla Mueller
confirmed dead

Video

Jesse Matthew to be charged
with first‐degree murder of
missing U.Va. student

Girl, 11, charged with murder in
beating death of infant

     

Hits   Country   Variety   Alternative

     

1 hour ago

http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/Girl-11-charged-with-murder-in-beating-death-of-infant-291387841.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/wi-sports/milwaukee-bucks/Bucks-arena-Menomonee-Seminole-Walker-Potawatomi-291333961.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-now-trending-hits-255782681.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee-Common-Council-votes-in-favor-of-downtown-streetcar-291396131.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/Jesse-Matthew-to-be-charged-with-first-degree-murder-of-missing-UVa-student-291384411.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-variety-255783951.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-country-255785311.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/ISIS-hostage-Kayla-Mueller-confirmed-dead-291394071.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/wi-sports/milwaukee-bucks/Bucks-arena-Menomonee-Seminole-Walker-Potawatomi-291333961.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/ISIS-hostage-Kayla-Mueller-confirmed-dead-291394071.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/Girl-11-charged-with-murder-in-beating-death-of-infant-291387841.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-adult-alternative-255783461.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/special-assignments/The-Newest-Form-of-Domestic-Abuse-291381801.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/now-trending/Jesse-Matthew-to-be-charged-with-first-degree-murder-of-missing-UVa-student-291384411.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/special-assignments/The-Newest-Form-of-Domestic-Abuse-291381801.html


2/10/2015 Milwaukee Common Council passes $124 million streetcar plan ­ TODAY'S TMJ4

http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Milwaukee­Common­Council­votes­in­favor­of­downtown­streetcar­291396131.html 8/8

Totally 80's   Revelation   Summerfest   Rock

 

 

EEO Jobs Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights Terms of Use Contact Us NBCFCC Public FileCopyright 2015 tmj4.com

Show Links  

http://www.nbc.com/
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-summerfest-255785811.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/161199025.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/161198165.html
http://www.journalcommunications.com/eeo/
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/about/122520524.html
http://jobs.journalbroadcastgroup.com/TelevisionJobs/tabid/519/Default.aspx
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/wtmj-tv
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-totally-80s-255783031.html
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-qfm-255786301.html
http://www.journalcommunications.com/
http://www.jrn.com/945thelake/listen/radio-league-revelation-255785491.html

